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from its habit of enclosing bits of refuse
into pellets and using them as food. Scarabs
were believed to resemble the shape and
skin, which, with the exception of the growth
of hair, differs little from ordinary skin; the
tendon of the muscle that wrinkles the fore-
head horizontally and moves the scalp; cel-
lular tissue, and blood vessels. Injuries to
the scalp, especially severe burns, often re-
sult in erysipelas and inflammation. The
word scalp is also applied to the circular
piece, about four inches in diameter, taken
by the Indian from the crown of the head
of his victim. In 1755 Massachusetts of-
fered £20 (about $100) for the scalp of an
Indian woman or child and £40 for that of
a male. During the Modoc War in 1873
scalps were taken by the troops.
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SCAMMONY,    skwnfoni,    a    climbing,
twining  plant  which  grows  in   abundance
through Syria and Asia Minor.   It resembles
the    common
bindweed,
though     larger,
and has a stout
tap   root,   from
which a common
drug   is   taken.
Scammony      is
blackish - gray,
with a nauseous
smell   and   a ^
sharp,   bitter
taste, and is giv-
en   in  medicine
where  a strong
cathartic is
needed.
SCAFDINA'VIA, the name formerly ap-
plied to the kingdoms of Norway, Sweden
and Denmark or of Norway and Sweden
alone, and still frequently used in referring
to these countries. It is also the name of
the peninsula containing Norway and
Sweden. The term now has no political sig-
nificance. See denmark ; norway; sweden.
SOAPEG-OAT, slcayp'golit, in the Jewish
ritual, a goat which was brought to the door
of the tabernacle, where the high priest laid
his hands upon him, confessed the sins of the
people and transferred them to the head of
the goat. The animal was then sent into
the wilderness, bearing the iniquities of the
people. In modern phraseology the word is
used to designate an innocent person who is
made to bear the blame of others.
SGAFULA.   See skeleton.
SCARAB, slccti/ob, the sacred beetle of
the Egyptians, sometimes called dung beetle^
 SCARABS
luster of the sun and to symbolize immor-
tality. Figures of it, plain or inscribed
with characters, were employed as amulets
and seals. Large numbers of artificial
scarabs, made of hard stone or geins, are still
to be found in Egypt.
SCARLET FEVER, a very contagious dis-
ease that is often fatal and that frequently
leaves serious disorders of the system in its
train. It begins with something like an or-
dinary cold, with sore throat, which is, how-
ever, followed by a high fever and scarlet
eruptions on the body. One variety of the
disease is very light, while another is more
severe, and in a third form the symptoms in-
crease in violence with great rapidity, and
the disease proves fatal within two or three
days. In a majority of eases the fever be-
gins to fall after the fifth day, and the re-
covery thereafter is gradual. Not infre-
quently death occurs as a result of compli-
cations, rather than of the disease itself.
Dangerous diseases of the kidneys supervene,
and inflammations which may result in deaf-
ness and in loss of the power of speech, as
well, form often in the throat or in the
inner ear. The appearance of kidney com-
plications is usually noticed in that stage
of the disease during which the flakes of
skin are peeling off, and at this time dropsy
is frequent.
A person suffering from scarlet fever is
peculiarly liable to the infection of bacterial
diseases, and pneumonia and diphtheria fre-
quently follow. Scarlet fever is not strictly
a disease of childhood, though comparatively
few adults have it. From its seriousness it
is evident that each case should be carefully
treated and that the patient should also be
guarded against cold or infection from any
other disease throughout his convalescence.
From its peculiar contagiousness, it is evident
that each case should be carefully isolated
and that thorough disinfection should fol-
low recovery. The germs have "been known
to remain active in clothing and elsewhere for

